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WAC 204-21-020 Definitions. (1) "Agricultural equip- 
ment" means any farm vehicle required by RCW 46.37.160 
to have hazard warning lamps. 

(2) "Animal control vehicle" means any vehicle, either 
publicly or privately owned, which is used primarily for 
transportation of animals to or from animal shelters, humane 
society facilities, or veterinary medicine facilities. 

(3) "Authorized emergency vehicle" means any vehicle 
of any fire department, police department, sheriff's office, 
coroner, prosecuting attorney, Washington state patrol, 
ambulance service, public or private, licensed by the depart- 
ment of social and health services or operated by any of the 
agencies named above, or any other vehicle authorized in 
writing by the state patrol. 

(4) "CFR" means the Code of Federal Regulations. 

(5) "Deceleration warning light," excluding stop lamps, 
means a device that indicates to a following driver the decel- 
eration of the vehicle ahead. 

(6) "Electronic light modulation" means the periodic 
change in intensity of light, controlled by an all electric mod- 
ulating device in the electrical circuit of the lighting system. 

(7) "Electronic modulation" means using one hundred 
percent electronic circuitry instead of mechanical metallic 
switches. 

(8) "Emergency tow truck" means a motor vehicle that is 
especially designed and constructed principally for the pur- 
pose of recovery and/or towing of disabled, abandoned or 
damaged vehicles and not otherwise generally used in trans- 
porting goods or persons. 

(9) "Flashing" means any lamp which emits a beam of 
light which is broken intermittently and regularly by use of an 
electronic or electric switch, a rotating reflector, a rotating 
lamp, or a strobe lamp; or a lamp which emits a steady beam 
of light which is intermittently and regularly directed away 
from any viewer by means of a rotating or oscillating reflec- 
tor or lamp assembly. Flashing lamps are not to be confused 
with modulated lamps which intermittently and regularly 
decrease the power to the lamp filament so as to dim the light 
output but do not cause a total break in the light beam. 
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(10) "FMVSS" means the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standards 49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 571. 

(11) "Hazardous materials response team vehicle" means 
any vehicle either publicly or privately owned which is used 
for responding to hazardous materials incidents. 

(12) "Headlamp flashing system" means an automatic 
method for controlling the high beams from the headlamps so 
that they can be alternately flashed in sequence on opposite 
sides of the front of the vehicle as a warning signal. 

(13) "Industrial equipment" means any vehicle which is 
authorized to use amber lamps under WAC 204-21-130 for 
the purpose of landscaping, construction services, loading, 
digging, grounds keeping, and highway maintenance. 

(14) "Law enforcement agency" means any municipal, 
port district or tribal police department, county police depart- 
ment or sheriff's office, the Washington state patrol, or any 
other state or federal agency which is publicly authorized to 
carry out law enforcement duties which include the authority 
to stop and detain motor vehicles on the public highways of 
this state. 

(15) "Law enforcement vehicle" means a publicly owned 
or leased vehicle operated by a law enforcement agency and 
which is used for the law enforcement functions of the 
agency. 

(16) "Other construction and maintenance vehicle" 
means any vehicle owned or operated by a private company 
which is in the process of providing highway construction or 
maintenance services or is working in conjunction with any 
public utility. 

(17) "Oversize unit" means any vehicle towing a load 
that exceeds legal dimensions which may be equipped with 
flashing amber lights in addition to any other lights required 
by law. 

(18) "Percent modulation" equals time-weighted power 
input with modulation to headlamp divided by time-weighted 
power input without modulation to headlamp times one hun- 
dred. 

(19) "Pilot car" means any vehicle which is used to pro- 
vide escort for overlegal size loads upon the roadways of this 
state. 

(20) "Private carrier bus" means every motor vehicle 
designed for the purpose of carrying passengers (having a 
seating capacity for eleven or more persons) used regularly to 
transport persons in furtherance of any organized agricul- 
tural, religious or charitable purpose. Such term does not 
include buses operated by common carriers under a franchise 
granted by any city or town or the Washington public utilities 
commission. 

(21) "Public utilities vehicle" means any vehicle used for 
construction, operations, and maintenance, and which is 
owned or operated by a public or private utility, including, 
but not limited to, companies providing water, electricity, 
natural gas, telephone, television cable services, and rail- 
roads. 

(22) "Rural newspaper carrier vehicle" means any vehi- 
cle driven on rural roads by carriers delivering newspapers on 
their route. 

(23) "SAE" means the Society of Automotive Engineers. 
Copies of SAE Standards are available for review at the 
Washington State Patrol, P.O. Box 42600, Olympia, WA 
98504-2600, and may also be ordered from the Society of 
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Automotive Engineers International, 400 Commonwealth 
Drive, Warrendale, PA 15096-0001. 

(24) "Search and rescue team vehicle" means any vehicle 
either publicly or privately owned which is used for respond- 
ing to search and rescue situations. 

(25) "Signal lamps" means red lamps mounted on the 
vehicle to be used in conjunction with the "stop signal" when 
the bus is loading or unloading passengers under certain con- 
ditions. 

(26) "Tow truck" means any vehicle engaged in remov- 
ing disabled or abandoned vehicles from the roadway and 
which is used primarily for that purpose. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.37.320 and 46.37.005. 10-19-074, § 204-21- 


020, filed 9/16/10, effective 10/17/10; 08-19-104, § 204-21-020, filed 
9/17/08, effective 10/18/08.] 


WAC 204-21-140 Flashing warning lamps. Flashing 
warning lamps may be mounted at any height and must: 

(1) Meet the SAE Standards outlined for the type of 
vehicle as outlined in the table below. 


Standard 

Vehicle Type Adopted 
Agricultural equipment SAE J974 
Industrial equipment SAE J96 


(2) Be mounted so that the entire projected area of the 
lens is visible from all eye heights of drivers of other vehicles 
at angles within forty-five degrees left to forty-five degrees 
right of the front of the vehicle. If the light within these 
required angles is blocked by the vehicle or any substantial 
object on it, an additional warning lamp must be displayed 
within the obstructed angle. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.37.320 and 46.37.005. 10-19-074, § 204-21- 


140, filed 9/16/10, effective 10/17/10; 08-19-104, § 204-21-140, filed 
9/17/08, effective 10/18/08.] 


Chapter 204-24 WAC 


TRACTION DEVICES 
WAC 
204-24-015 Definitions. 
204-24-070 Approval of tire chains or traction devices. 


WAC 204-24-015 Definitions. (1) "All wheel drive" 
means a vehicle which has four-wheel drive capability and 
may be driven with all wheels in gear. 

(2) "Alternative traction device (ATD)" means pneumat- 
ically driven chains which, when engaged, spin under the 
drive wheels automatically as traction is lost or a traction 
device differing from metal chains in construction, material 
or design but capable of providing traction equal to or 
exceeding that of such metal chains under similar conditions. 

(3) "Cable laid rope" means a compound laid rope con- 
sisting of several ropes or several layers of strands laid 
together into one rope. 

(4) "Cable tire chains" means any ladder-type cable tire 
chain assemblies designed for use on tires that have been 
manufactured in accordance with the standards of the Tire & 
Rim Association, Inc.; 3200 West Market Street; Akron, 
Ohio 44313. 
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(5) "Cross cable fastener" means any suitable fastener 
used to attach each cross cable to the side cable. The fastener 
must be constructed and assembled to prevent accidental 
detachment. 

(6) "Cross cable traction reinforcement sleeves" means a 
device that is constructed of the manufacturer's specified 
material and of suitable length and width to maximize trac- 
tion, braking, cornering and longevity. 

(7) "Fastener" means any suitable connecting device, 
secured to one end of a side cable constructed so that it can 
connect to the opposing end and be easily closed (engaged or 
fastened) and be readily opened (released) by hand. 

(8) "Link tire chains" means tire chains which consist of 
at least two chain loops, one on each side of the tire, con- 
nected by evenly spaced metal cross chains across the tire 
tread. 

(9) "Reinforced cross cables" means stranded cable 
wrapped or covered to provide increased resistance to abra- 
sive wear. This covering may be either a hard drawn spring 
wire, a high-carbon steel wire or nylon type 6 or 12. The 
wrapped or covered cable must be enclosed by traction rein- 
forcement sleeves covering said cable essentially from side 
connector to side connector. Cross cable must be of specified 
length and provide proper drape over the tire tread. 

(10) "Side cable" means stranded cable to complete one 
full circumference along the tire sidewall. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.37.420 and 46.37.005. 10-19-073, § 204-24- 


015, filed 9/16/10, effective 10/17/10; 08-24-030, § 204-24-015, filed 
11/24/08, effective 12/25/08.] 


WAC 204-24-070 Approval of tire chains or traction 
devices. (1) Any tire chain, wheel chains, or studded tires 
meeting the standards in this chapter or certified under one of 
the following: 

(a) Conformance to Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Stan- 
dards, or, if none, 

(b) Conformance to current standards and specifications 
of the Society of Automotive Engineers will be considered as 
an approved type chain, or studded tire. 

(2) In order for an alternative traction device to be con- 
sidered approved: 

(a) The alternative traction device must be: 

(1) Tested in accordance with a recognized standard; and 
(11) Meet or exceed the standard as compared to the results of 
a referenced tire chain approved for use in the United States 
tested using the same standard. 

(b) The following information must be provided to the 
Washington state patrol: 

(1) Certification of test results, which must contain the 
following statement "I certify that the test methods, condi- 
tions and results reported are accurate and complete" and 
bear the signature of the tester. 

(11) A copy of the testing standards used. 

(iii) Documentation of the testing results, which must 
include the data produced for each test comparing the alterna- 
tive traction device to the referenced tire chain. 

(3) Links to the Code of Federal Regulations are avail- 
able on the Washington state patrol web site at www.wsp.wa. 
gov. Copies of the CFR may also be ordered through the 
United States Government Printing Office, 732 N. Capitol 
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20401. Copies of the SAE 


Ignition Interlock Breath Alcohol Devices 


standards are available for review at the Washington State 
Patrol, 210 11th Avenue, Olympia, WA 98504, and may also 
be ordered from the Society of Automotive Engineers Inter- 
national, 400 Commonwealth Drive, Warrendale, PA 15096. 


[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.37.420 and 46.37.005. 10-19-073, § 204-24- 
070, filed 9/16/10, effective 10/17/10; 08-24-030, § 204-24-070, filed 
11/24/08, effective 12/25/08. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.37.420. 92-05- 
016, § 204-24-070, filed 2/10/92, effective 3/12/92; 83-21-080 (Order 83-10- 
01), § 204-24-070, filed 10/19/83; 78-02-091 (Order 7607A), § 204-24-070, 
filed 1/30/78; Order 7607, § 204-24-070, filed 9/14/76.] 


Chapter 204-50 WAC 
IGNITION INTERLOCK BREATH ALCOHOL 


DEVICES 

WAC 

204-50-010 Authority. 

204-50-020 Purpose. 

204-50-030 Definitions. 

204-50-040 Ignition interlock device certification. 

204-50-042 Service center certification and inspection. 

204-50-046 Ignition interlock technician certification. 

204-50-050 Modifications to a certified ignition interlock device. 

204-50-070 Variable calibration of an ignition interlock device. 

204-50-080 Certified ignition interlock device maintenance, calibra- 
tion and reports. 

204-50-090 Ignition interlock device security. 

204-50-100 Installation of ignition interlock devices. 

204-50-110 Mandatory requirements for an ignition interlock 
device. 

204-50-120 Additional requirements. 

204-50-130 Requirements for removing an ignition interlock device. 

204-50-140 Review of denial, suspension or revocation of certifica- 
tion. 

204-50-150 Hearing procedure. 

204-50-160 Appeal. 


WAC 204-50-010 Authority. This chapter is promul- 
gated pursuant to RCW 43.43.395, 46.37.005 and 46.04.215. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.43.395, 46.37.005, and 46.04.215. 10-24- 
074, § 204-50-010, filed 11/30/10, effective 1/1/11. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 46.04.215 and 46.37.005. 99-01-156, § 204-50-010, filed 12/23/98, 


effective 1/1/99. Statutory Authority: 1987 c 247. 88-01-020 (Order 87-05- 
ESR), § 204-50-010, filed 12/9/87.] 


WAC 204-50-020 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter 
is to establish guidelines for the certification, installation, 
repair, maintenance, monitoring, inspection, and removal of 
ignition interlock devices, as required by RCW 46.04.215 
and 43.43.395. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.43.395, 46.37.005, and 46.04.215. 10-24- 
074, § 204-50-020, filed 11/30/10, effective 1/1/11. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 46.04.215 and 46.37.005. 99-01-156, § 204-50-020, filed 12/23/98, 


effective 1/1/99. Statutory Authority: 1987 c 247. 88-01-020 (Order 87-05- 
ESR), § 204-50-020, filed 12/9/87.] 


WAC 204-50-030 Definitions. The following defini- 
tions will apply throughout this chapter: 

(1) Alcohol - Means the unique chemical compound 
ethyl alcohol. For the purpose of ignition interlock devices, 
all devices will be specific for ethyl alcohol. 

(2) Bogus sample - Any air sample that is altered, 
diluted, contaminated, stored, or filtered human breath, or 
which is obtained from an air compressor, hot air dryer, bal- 
loon, manual air pump, or other mechanical device, and is 
provided by an individual attempting to start or continue to 
operate a vehicle equipped with an ignition interlock device. 
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(3) Breath alcohol concentration BrAC - Is the amount of 
alcohol in a person's breath determined by chemical analysis, 
which shall be measured by grams of alcohol per 210 liters of 
breath. 

(4) Certification - The testing and approval process 
required by RCW 46.04.215, 43.43.395 and chapter 204-50 
WAC. 

(5) Chief - The chief of the Washington state patrol or his 
or her designee. 

(6) Circumvention - Means the attempted or successful 
bypass of the proper functioning of an ignition interlock 
device including, but not limited to, the operation of a vehicle 
without a properly functioning ignition interlock device, the 
push start of a vehicle with the ignition interlock device, dis- 
connection or alteration of the ignition interlock device, the 
introduction of a bogus sample other than a deep-lung sample 
from the driver of the vehicle, introduction of an intentionally 
contaminated or altered breath sample, continued operation 
of the interlock vehicle after the ignition interlock device 
detects excess breath alcohol. 

(7) Court (or originating court) - The particular Wash- 
ington state court, if any, that has required the use of an igni- 
tion interlock device by a particular individual or has respon- 
sibility for the preconviction or postconviction supervision of 
an individual required to use or using the ignition interlock 
device. 

(8) DOL - The department of licensing of the state of 
Washington. 

(9) Fail level - The BrAC of .025 g/210L or a level set by 
the originating court, if lower, at which the ignition interlock 
device will prevent the operator from starting the vehicle, 
and/or once the vehicle is started, the level at which the oper- 
ator must record a test below, or must shut off the vehicle, to 
avoid registering a violation reset. 

(10) Ignition interlock device - An electronic device that 
is installed in a vehicle which requires submitting to a BrAC 
test prior to the starting of the vehicle and at periodic inter- 
vals after the engine has been started. If the ignition interlock 
device detects a BrAC test result below the alcohol setpoint, 
the ignition interlock device will allow the vehicle's ignition 
switch to start the engine. If the ignition interlock device 
detects a BrAC test result above the alcohol setpoint, the 
vehicle will be prohibited from starting. 

(11) Ignition interlock technician - A person employed 
by the ignition interlock device manufacturer or vendor and 
certified by the impaired driving section to install, service, 
calibrate, remove and monitor certified ignition interlock 
devices in Washington state. 

(12) Impaired driving section - The section of the Wash- 
ington state patrol that has been designated by the chief of the 
Washington state patrol to coordinate and regulate ignition 
interlock devices. 

(13) Initial start failure - A breath sample introduced into 
an ignition interlock device when a restricted operator is 
attempting to start a vehicle with a BrAC higher than .025 
g/210L or the alcohol concentration as prescribed by the orig- 
inating court. 

(14) Lessee - A person who has entered into an agree- 
ment with a manufacturer, vendor, or service center to lease 
an ignition interlock device. 
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(15) Letter of certification - Means a letter issued by the 
Washington state patrol that authorizes a manufacturer's igni- 
tion interlock device to be used as an ignition interlock device 
under this chapter; or an ignition interlock technician to 
install, service, calibrate, remove and monitor certified igni- 
tion interlock devices in Washington state; or a service center 
location to service, install, monitor, and calibrate ignition 
interlock devices currently certified for use in Washington 
state. 

(16) Lockout - A period of time where the ignition inter- 
lock device will not allow a breath sample to be delivered or 
a vehicle's engine to be started. 

(17) Manufacturer - The person, company, or corpora- 
tion who produces the ignition interlock device, and certifies 
to the impaired driving section that a service center, vendor, 
or ignition interlock technician is qualified to service, install, 
monitor, calibrate, remove, and provide information on the 
manufacturer's ignition interlock device. 

(18) OAC - Office of the administrator of the court. 

(19) Patrol - The Washington state patrol as defined in 
RCW 43.43.010. 

(20) Restricted operator - A person whose driving privi- 
leges are restricted by court order or the department of licens- 
ing to operating only motor vehicles equipped with an 
approved, functioning ignition interlock device. 

(21) Service center - A location certified by the impaired 
driving section to service, install, monitor, remove and cali- 
brate certified ignition interlock devices in Washington state. 

(22) Tampering - Any act or attempt to disable or cir- 
cumvent the legal operation of an ignition interlock device. 

(23) Vendor - An impaired driving section approved 
company, business, or distributor who is contracted by a 
manufacturer to manage service centers and/or technicians. 

(24) Violation reset - An unscheduled service of the igni- 
tion interlock device and required download of the ignition 
interlock device's data storage system by a service center 
because the restricted operator has recorded a fail level or a 
restricted operator failed to have the ignition interlock device 
serviced within the time period described in this chapter. 

(25) Wet bath simulator - A device which when filled 
with a certified alcohol and water simulator solution, main- 
tained at a known temperature, provides a vapor sample of a 
known alcohol concentration. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.43.395, 46.37.005, and 46.04.215. 10-24- 
074, § 204-50-030, filed 11/30/10, effective 1/1/11. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 46.37.005 and 46.04.215. 09-18-073, § 204-50-030, filed 8/31/09, 
effective 10/1/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.688(2). 05-17-065, § 
204-50-030, filed 8/11/05, effective 9/11/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.04.215 and 46.37.005. 99-01-156, § 204-50-030, filed 12/23/98, effective 


1/1/99. Statutory Authority: 1987 c 247. 88-01-020 (Order 87-05-ESR), § 
204-50-030, filed 12/9/87.] 


WAC 204-50-040 Ignition interlock device certifica- 
tion. (1) An application must be approved and letter of certi- 
fication issued by the chief or designee before a manufac- 
turer's ignition interlock device is authorized for installation 
pursuant to this chapter. 

(2) Application for letter of certification for an igni- 
tion interlock device. 

(a) A manufacturer must submit an application to the 
impaired driving section for a letter of certification for its 
ignition interlock device. 
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(b) In order to have an ignition interlock device certified, 
the applicant(s) must: 

(1) Complete the application form provided by the 
impaired driving section. 

(11) Provide written verification that the ignition inter- 
lock device complies with all applicable standards set under 
RCW 43.43.395 and chapter 204-50 WAC, including written 
documentation from an International Organization for Stan- 
dardization (ISO) certified testing laboratory that two sam- 
ples of the manufacturer's ignition interlock device meets or 
exceeds the minimum test standards in sections one and two 
of the model specifications for breath alcohol ignition inter- 
lock devices (BAIID) as published in the Federal Register, 
Volume 57, Number 67, Tuesday, April 7, 1992, on pages 
11774 - 11787, or as rules are adopted. Only a notarized 
statement as outlined in RCW 43.43.395 (3)(b)(1), from a lab- 
oratory that is certified by the International Organization for 
Standardization and is capable of performing the tests speci- 
fied will be accepted as proof of meeting or exceeding the 
standards. 

(iii) Provide two ignition interlock devices for testing 
and review. 

(iv) Attach to the application a declaration on the form 
provided by the impaired driving section that: 

(A) The manufacturer, and its employees will cooperate 
with the impaired driving section at all times, including its 
inspection of the manufacturer's installation, service, repair, 
calibration, use, removal, or performance of ignition inter- 
lock device. 

(B) The manufacturer agrees to provide all downloaded 
ignition interlock device data, reports and information related 
to the ignition interlock device to the impaired driving sec- 
tion in an impaired driving section approved electronic for- 
mat. 

(C) The manufacturer, vendor, and/or ignition interlock 
technician agrees to provide testimony relating to any aspect 
of the installation, service, repair, calibration, use, removal or 
performance of the ignition interlock at no cost on behalf of 
the state of Washington or any other political subdivision. 

(v) Provide the alcohol reference value and type of cali- 
bration device used to check the ignition interlock device. 

(vi) Provide the Washington state software ignition 
interlock device configuration profile. 

(vii) Provide the impaired driving section, a map of the 
state of Washington showing the area covered by each certi- 
fied fixed site and/or mobile service center, areas and the 
name, address, certification number and telephone number of 
each service center. 

(3) Issuance of a letter of certification for an ignition 
interlock device or renewal of letter of certification for an 
ignition interlock device. 

(a) The chief or designee will have the authority to issue 
a letter of certification for a device if all the requirements 
have been met by the applicant. 

(b) Upon receipt of an application for letter of certifica- 
tion, the chief or designee will: 

(1) Approve an application under this section if all 
requirements of this section have been met; or 

(11) Deny the application if all requirements of this chap- 
ter have not been met by the applicant. If an applicant is 
denied, the applicant must wait ninety days before the appli- 
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cant may resubmit its application for letter of certification for 
an ignition interlock device. 

(c) The chief or designee will notify the applicant in 
writing if an application for a letter of certification has been 
denied. The notice of denial will be sent to the applicant via 
certified mail, return receipt requested. 

(d) A letter of certification for an ignition interlock 
device will be effective the date stated on the letter. 

(e) A letter of certification for an ignition interlock 
device will be valid for three years or until it is surrendered, 
suspended, or revoked. 

(f) A letter of certification for an ignition interlock 
device will be subject to review by the impaired driving sec- 
tion at its discretion during the course of the certification 
period. 

(4) Renewal of a letter of certification for an ignition 
interlock device. 

(a) A manufacturer must submit an application to the 
impaired driving section requesting a renewal of a letter of 
certification for an ignition interlock device. The renewal 
request may be submitted ninety days prior to the expiration 
of a letter of certification, but a renewal request must be sub- 
mitted within thirty days prior to the expiration of a letter of 
certification. 

(b) For a manufacturer to have its letter of certification 
for an ignition interlock device renewed, it must submit: 

(i) A written request for renewal of a letter of certifica- 
tion for an ignition interlock device. 

(11) Written verification that the ignition interlock device 
complies with all applicable standards set in RCW 43.43.395 
and chapter 204-50 WAC, including a current report from an 
ISO certified testing laboratory that two samples of the man- 
ufacturer's ignition interlock device meets or exceeds the 
minimum test standards in sections one and two of the model 
specifications for breath alcohol ignition interlock devices 
(BAUD) as published in the Federal Register, Volume 57, 
Number 67, Tuesday, April 7, 1992, on pages 11774 - 11787, 
or as rules are adopted. Only a notarized statement as out- 
lined in RCW 43.43.395 (3)(b)(i), from a laboratory that is 
certified by the International Organization for Standardiza- 
tion and is capable of performing the tests specified will be 
accepted as proof of meeting or exceeding the standards. 

(c) The chief or designee will notify the manufacturer in 
writing if renewal of a letter of certification has been denied. 
The notice of nonrenewal will be sent to the certified holder 
via certified mail, return receipt requested. 

(5) Revocation of a letter of certification for an igni- 
tion interlock device. 

(a) The chief or designee may revoke a letter of certifica- 
tion for an ignition interlock device for a manufacturer's, ven- 
dor's, service center's or ignition interlock technician's viola- 
tion of any of the laws or regulations related to the installa- 
tion, servicing, monitoring, removal and calibration of 
ignition interlock devices, including but not limited to, "addi- 
tional requirements" listed in WAC 204-50-120. 

(b) A copy of a notice of revocation for a certification for 
an ignition interlock device will be provided to the DOL and 
to the OAC for the state of Washington. 

(c) Upon revocation of a letter of certification for an 
ignition interlock device, the manufacturer's ignition inter- 
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lock device(s) will be removed from the list of certified igni- 
tion interlock devices on the patrol's web site. 

(d) If a manufacturer holding a letter of certification for 
an ignition interlock device is no longer in business, it shall 
immediately send written notification to the impaired driving 
section informing it that the manufacturer is no longer in 
business, and the impaired driving section will revoke its let- 
ter of certification. 

(e) If a manufacturer holding a letter of certification 
wishes to voluntarily relinquish its letter of certification, the 
manufacturer shall send written notice to the impaired driv- 
ing section advising it that the manufacturer is relinquishing 
its letter of certification for an ignition interlock device. 

(f) Upon voluntary surrender or revocation of a letter of 
certification for a manufacturer's ignition interlock device, 
the impaired driving section shall notify all vendors and/or 
service centers that all of a manufacturer's uncertified igni- 
tion interlock devices must be removed and replaced by a cer- 
tified ignition interlock device within sixty-five days of the 
effective date of such surrender or revocation. The service 
center will notify all affected lessees of the revocation of the 
manufacturer's certification and requirement that a certified 
service center install and/or replace the ignition interlock 
device. 

(g) The impaired driving section will maintain a file of 
all current, revoked, and voluntarily surrendered letters of 
certification for the time period required by the patrol records 
retention schedule. 

(h) The chief or designee will notify the manufacturer in 
writing if a letter of certification has been revoked. The 
notice of revocation will be sent to the certificate holder via 
certified mail, return receipt requested. 

(6) All ignition interlock devices must employ fuel cell 
technology on or before June 10, 2015. An ignition interlock 
device that does not employ fuel cell technology after June 
10, 2015, will not be an approved device in Washington state 
and will have its letter of certification denied or revoked. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.43.395, 46.37.005, and 46.04.215. 10-24- 
074, § 204-50-040, filed 11/30/10, effective 1/1/11. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 46.37.005 and 46.04.215. 09-18-073, § 204-50-040, filed 8/31/09, 
effective 10/1/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.688(2). 05-17-065, § 
204-50-040, filed 8/11/05, effective 9/11/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.04.215 and 46.37.005. 99-01-156, § 204-50-040, filed 12/23/98, effective 
1/1/99. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.20.730. 88-15-050 (Order 88-04- 


ESR), § 204-50-040, filed 7/18/88. Statutory Authority: 1987 c 247. 88-01- 
020 (Order 87-05-ESR), § 204-50-040, filed 12/9/87.] 


WAC 204-50-042 Service center certification and 
inspection. (1) An application must be approved and letter of 
certification issued by the chief or designee before a fixed or 
mobile service center may repair, install, remove, or service a 
certified ignition interlock device pursuant to this chapter. 

(2) Application for certification for a fixed site service 
center. 

(a) A manufacturer or vendor must submit an application 
to the impaired driving section for a letter of certification for 
a fixed service center. 

(b) In order to have a fixed service center certified, the 
applicant(s) must: 

(i) Complete the application form provided by the 
impaired driving section. In the application form the appli- 
cant shall disclose: 


[2011 WAC Supp—page 5] 


204-50-046 


(A) The physical address of the service center; 

(B) The days and hours of operation for the service cen- 
ter; 

(C) The type of the certified ignition interlock device it 
will service; 

(D) The type of calibration device it will use for the igni- 
tion interlock device(s) it will service. 

(ii) Submit a copy of the ignition interlock device data 
reader download procedures. 

(iii) Submit a written statement from a manufacturer that 
authorizes the service center to install the manufacturer's cer- 
tified ignition interlock device. 

(iv) Submit a list of all fees that may be charged to the 
lessee to install the manufacturer's certified ignition interlock 
device. 

(3) Application for certification for a mobile site ser- 
vice center. 

(a) A manufacturer or vendor must submit an application 
to the impaired driving section for a letter of certification for 
a mobile service center. 

(b) In order to have a mobile service center certified, the 
applicant(s) must: 

(i) Submit the information required in subsection 
(1)(b)() through (iii) of this section. 

(ii) Submit a copy of liability insurance for the vehicle to 
be used as the mobile service center. 

(iii) Submit certification number(s) of the fixed site ser- 
vice center(s) overseeing the mobile service center and the 
technician(s) that will work from the mobile service cen- 
ter(s). 

(iv) Submit a list of all fees or rates that may be charged 
to a lessee to install, remove, repair, or service an ignition 
interlock device by a mobile service center. 

(4) Inspection of fixed and/or mobile service center. 
A vendor or manufacturer must agree to allow access for a 
representative from the impaired driving section to conduct 
an inspection at any time during scheduled business hours to 
ensure compliance as required in chapter 204-50 WAC. 

(5) Service center requirements. To receive and main- 
tain a letter of certification, a fixed site service center must: 

(a) Be located in a facility which properly accommodates 
installing, inspecting, downloading, calibrating, repairing, 
monitoring, maintaining, servicing, and/or removing of igni- 
tion interlock devices. 

(b) Have posted a current copy of all fees and rates a les- 
see may be charged to install, remove, repair or service an 
ignition interlock device by a fixed or mobile service center. 
The fees and rates must be plainly visible and capable of 
being read at all times by the public. 

(c) Provide lessees a statement of charges clearly speci- 
fying warranty details, monthly lease amount, any additional 
charges anticipated for routine calibration and service checks 
and what items, if any, are provided without charge. 

(d) Provide the lessee written notice of any changes in 
the statement of charges regardless of what person or agency 
requested the change, prior to the implementation of such 
changes. 

(e) Comply with all municipal and/or county zoning reg- 
ulations for commercial businesses. 

(f) Have and maintain a designated waiting area that is 
separate from the installation area for the lessee. The desig- 
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nated waiting area must be shielded from the installation area 
so a lessee or any other unauthorized person cannot witness 
the installation or service of the ignition interlock device. 

(6) Issuance of letter of certification for a fixed and/or 
mobile service center. 

(a) The chief or designee will have the authority to issue 
a letter of certification to a fixed and/or mobile service center 
if all qualifications outlined in this chapter have been met by 
the applicant. 

(b) A letter of certification or a service center must be 
posted and visible to the public. 

(c) The chief or designee will notify an applicant in writ- 
ing if a letter of certification has been denied. The notice of 
denial will be sent to the applicant via certified mail, return 
receipt requested. 


[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.43.395, 46.37.005, and 46.04.215. 10-24- 
074, § 204-50-042, filed 11/30/10, effective 1/1/11.] 


WAC 204-50-046 Ignition interlock technician certi- 
fication. (1) The chief or designee will have the authority 
to issue a letter of certification for an ignition interlock 
technician. An application must be approved and letter of 
certification issued by the impaired driving section before an 
ignition interlock technician may repair, install, remove, or 
service a certified ignition interlock device pursuant to this 
chapter. 

(2) Application for letter of certification for an igni- 
tion interlock technician. 

(a) A manufacturer, vendor, or service center must sub- 
mit an application to the impaired driving section for a letter 
of certification for each ignition interlock technician 
employed at a fixed or mobile service center. 

(b) In order to receive a letter of certification for an igni- 
tion interlock technician, the applicant(s) shall: 

(i) Complete the application form provided by the 
impaired driving section. 

(ii) Beginning January 1, 2012, or prior to the next 
renewal, have its employee complete the knowledge and 
skills examination administered by the impaired driving sec- 
tion. An applicant's employee must score eighty percent or 
higher on the knowledge and skills examination to be eligible 
for a letter of certification. 

(iii) Submit, at the expense of the manufacturer, service 
center, vendor or applicant, a criminal history report con- 
ducted within the preceding thirty days of the date on the 
application. The criminal history report shall be attained from 
either the patrol's identification and criminal history section if 
the employee has lived in Washington for five years immedi- 
ately preceding the date of the application or, a criminal 
background check from the agency responsible for keeping 
criminal history in the state or states of the previous residence 
of an employee who has not lived in Washington for the five 
years immediately preceding the date of application. 

(c) The chief or designee will refuse to issue or may 
revoke a letter of certification for the ignition interlock tech- 
nician if the ignition interlock technician: 

(i) Has been convicted of: 

(A) Any alcohol related traffic offense within the last 
three years; 

(B) A DUI, as defined in chapter 46.61 RCW, two or 
more times within the last five years; 
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(C) Any offense classified as a felony within the five 
years prior to the date of the applicant filing an application 
for certification as an ignition interlock technician. 

(i1) Has been granted a deferred prosecution under chap- 
ter 10.05 RCW for an alcohol related traffic offense within 
the last three years. 

(iii) Is not at least eighteen years of age. 

(iv) Does not possess a valid Washington driver's license 
if: 

(A) The ignition interlock technician is employed by a 
service center that provides a mobile service center; or 

(B) The ignition interlock technician must operate a les- 
see's vehicle to provide services in accordance with this chap- 
ter. 

(d) The term "conviction" as used in this section will 
have the same meaning as used in chapter 9.94A RCW. 

(3) Issuance of letter of certification for an ignition 
interlock technician. 

(a) The chief or designee will have the authority to issue 
a letter of certification for an ignition interlock technician if 
an application has been approved and all qualifications set 
out in this chapter have been met by the applicant. 

(b) A letter of certification for an ignition interlock tech- 
nician will be effective the date stated in the letter and contain 
a certification number specific to the ignition interlock tech- 
nician. 

(c) A letter of certification for an ignition interlock tech- 
nician will be valid for one year or until suspended, super- 
seded, or revoked by the impaired driving section. 

(d) A letter of certification for an ignition interlock tech- 
nician will be subject to review by the impaired driving sec- 
tion at its discretion during the course of the certification 
period. 

(e) The chief or designee will deny an application for a 
letter of certification for an ignition interlock technician if all 
qualifications are not met by the applicant, and it will notify 
the applicant and service provider or vendor or both within 
ten days of such determination. 

(f) The chief or designee will notify the applicant in writ- 
ing if an application for letter of certification has been denied. 
The notice of denial will be sent to the applicant via certified 
mail, return receipt requested. 

(4) Renewal of a letter of certification for an ignition 
interlock technician. 

(a) A letter of certification for an ignition interlock tech- 
nician certification must be renewed on an annual basis. 

(b) An application to renew a letter of certification for an 
ignition interlock technician must be submitted to the 
impaired driving section at least thirty days prior to the expi- 
ration of the certification. 

(c) An incomplete or untimely application may result in 
the expiration of a letter of certification for an ignition inter- 
lock technician. Ifa letter of certification for an ignition inter- 
lock technician expires, the ignition interlock technician 
identified in the expired letter of certification shall immedi- 
ately stop working as an ignition interlock technician until a 
new letter of certification is issued by the chief or designee. 

(d) Renewal of a letter of certification for an ignition 
interlock technician will be the same as the process outlined 
in this section, except the submission of a criminal history 
report may be submitted by the ignition interlock technician. 
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(e) If there is pending action against an ignition interlock 
technician for any violation of the rules outlined in this chap- 
ter, an application for the renewal of a letter of certification 
will not be processed until the pending action has reached a 
final resolution. 

(f) The chief or designee will notify the service center in 
writing if renewal of a letter of certification has been denied. 
The notice of nonrenewal will be sent to the certificate holder 
via certified mail, return receipt requested. 

(5) Surrender of a letter of certification for an igni- 
tion interlock technician. 

(a) An ignition interlock technician letter of certification 
may be surrendered upon written request from the vendor, 
service center, or an ignition interlock technician or if the 
impaired driving section receives written notification that the 
ignition interlock technician is no longer employed by a cer- 
tified service center representing the same manufacturer 
under which the current ignition interlock technician certifi- 
cation was issued. 

(b) The original letter of certification must be returned to 
the impaired driving section. If the original certification is not 
provided with the written notification the impaired driving 
section will instruct an inspector to obtain the original certifi- 
cation. 

(6) Suspension or revocation of a letter of certifica- 
tion for an ignition interlock technician. 

(a) The chief or designee may suspend or revoke certifi- 
cation of an ignition interlock technician who no longer 
meets all of the requirements outlined under the Revised 
Code of Washington or this chapter. 

(b) The chief or designee will notify the ignition inter- 
lock technician, manufacturer and vendor in writing if a letter 
of certification has been suspended or revoked. The notice of 
suspension or revocation will be sent to the certificate holder 
via certified mail, return receipt requested. 

(c) During a period of suspension of a letter of certifica- 
tion for an ignition interlock technician, the suspended igni- 
tion interlock technician shall cease any and all activities 
related to the repair, installation, removal, or service of a cer- 
tified ignition interlock device in the state of Washington. 

(d) If a letter of certification for an ignition interlock 
technician is suspended or revoked the ignition interlock 
technician shall, on demand, surrender the certification and 
return it to the impaired driving section. 


[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.43.395, 46.37.005, and 46.04.215. 10-24- 
074, § 204-50-046, filed 11/30/10, effective 1/1/11.] 


WAC 204-50-050 Modifications to a certified igni- 
tion interlock device. (1) A manufacturer, vendor or service 
center shall immediately notify the impaired driving section, 
in writing, of any material modification. A material modifica- 
tion is any additional features, software configuration 
changes or alteration in the components and/or the design of 
the certified ignition interlock device. Written notification of 
a material modification may be submitted to the impaired 
driving section in an electronic format approved by the 
impaired driving section. 

(2) A manufacturer must resubmit evidence of compli- 
ance as required in WAC 204-50-040 to the impaired driving 
section within thirty days of notifying the impaired driving 
section of a material modification. 
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.43.395, 46.37.005, and 46.04.215. 10-24- 
074, § 204-50-050, filed 11/30/10, effective 1/1/11. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 46.37.005 and 46.04.215. 09-18-073, § 204-50-050, filed 8/31/09, 
effective 10/1/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.688(2). 05-17-065, § 
204-50-050, filed 8/11/05, effective 9/11/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.04.215 and 46.37.005. 99-01-156, § 204-50-050, filed 12/23/98, effective 
1/1/99. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.20.730. 88-15-050 (Order 88-04- 
ESR), § 204-50-050, filed 7/18/88. Statutory Authority: 1987 c 247. 88-01- 
020 (Order 87-05-ESR), § 204-50-050, filed 12/9/87.] 


WAC 204-50-070 Variable calibration of an ignition 
interlock device. To be certified, an ignition interlock device 
must be capable of being preset, by the manufacturer, vendor, 
service center or by an ignition interlock technician, at any 
fail level from .02 through .09 g/210L BrAC (plus or minus 
.005 g/210L BrAC). The actual setting of each ignition inter- 
lock device, unless otherwise mandated by the originating 
court, must be .025 g/210L BrAC. The capability to change 
this setting must be made secure, by the manufacturer, ven- 
dor, service center or by an ignition interlock technician. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.43.395, 46.37.005, and 46.04.215. 10-24- 
074, § 204-50-070, filed 11/30/10, effective 1/1/11. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 46.37.005 and 46.04.215. 09-18-073, § 204-50-070, filed 8/31/09, 
effective 10/1/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.688(2). 05-17-065, § 
204-50-070, filed 8/11/05, effective 9/11/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.04.215 and 46.37.005. 99-01-156, § 204-50-070, filed 12/23/98, effective 


1/1/99. Statutory Authority: 1987 c 247. 88-01-020 (Order 87-05-ESR), § 
204-50-070, filed 12/9/87.] 


WAC 204-50-080 Certified ignition interlock device 
maintenance, calibration and reports. (1) Each restricted 
operator shall have the ignition interlock device installed in 
the restricted operator's vehicle(s) examined by the manufac- 
turer, vendor, service center or ignition interlock technician 
for correct calibration and evidence of tampering at intervals 
not to exceed sixty-five days, or more often as may be 
ordered by the originating court. 

(2) An ignition interlock device must be calibrated for 
accuracy by using a wet bath simulator or dry gas alcohol 
standard with an alcohol reference value between .030 and 
.050 g/210L. The result must be within plus or minus ten per- 
cent of the reference value introduced into the ignition inter- 
lock device. 

(a) Wet bath simulators must: 

(i) Use a mercury in glass or digital thermometer. These 
thermometers must read 34 plus or minus .2 degrees Centi- 
grade during analysis and be certified annually using a 
National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) trace- 
able digital reference thermometer. 

(ii) Be found on the current National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration confirming products list of calibrating 
units for breath alcohol testers. 

(iii) Use alcohol reference solutions prepared and tested 
in a laboratory such that their reference value is shown to be 
traceable to the National Institute of Standards and Technol- 
ogy. The 500 ml bottles containing simulator solution must 
be tamper proof and labeled with the following: Lot or batch 
number, value of the reference sample in g/210L, and date of 
preparation and/or the expiration which must not be longer 
than one year from the date of preparation. 

(b) Dry gas alcohol standards must be certified to a 
known reference value and traceable to National Institute of 
Standards and Technology - NIST Traceable Reference 
Material (NIST-NTRM) ethanol standards. The reference 
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value will be adjusted for pressure changes due to elevation 
to which the dry gas is being used. 

(1) Dry gas alcohol standard tanks must: 

(A) Be stored in an environment where the temperature 
range remains between 50-104 degrees Fahrenheit. 

(B) Have a label which will contain the following: Com- 
ponents and concentration of the reference value of the gas, 
expiration date which must not be longer than three years 
from the date of preparation, and the lot or batch number. 

(11) Each service center using a dry gas alcohol standard 
will have: 

(A) An elevation chart which will be used to determine 
the proper reference value for the elevation for which the gas 
standard is being used. 

(B) The certificate of analysis from the dry gas standard 
manufacturer. 

(3) The results of each calibration including the refer- 
ence value, calibration check, and any adjustments made for 
elevation pressure must be recorded on the ignition interlock 
device data logger and/or data base. 

(4) Data contained in an ignition interlock device's mem- 
ory or data logger must be downloaded and the manufacturer, 
vendor and/or service center must make an electronic copy of 
the client data and the results of each examination. 

(5) Data downloaded by a manufacturer, vendor and/or 
service center from an ignition interlock device must be: 

(a) Reviewed by the manufacturer, vendor, ignition 
interlock technician, and/or service center. Any evidence of 
noncompliance, violations, or signs of tampering and/or cir- 
cumvention must be reported as requested by, and in a format 
acceptable to the originating court, impaired driving section 
and/or DOL. 

(b) All information obtained as a result of each calibra- 
tion or inspection must be retained by the manufacturer, ven- 
dor or service center for three years from the date the ignition 
interlock device is removed from the vehicle. 

(6) The mail-in calibration and examination program 
will cease on January 1, 2012. Any service center proposing 
to offer a mail-in calibration and examination program to 
their lessees must obtain written approval from the impaired 
driving section prior to implementing the mail-in program. 

(a) To obtain approval for a mail-in calibration and 
examination program, a service center must submit a copy of 
written procedures outlining how the mail-in program will 
comply with the requirements of this chapter. 

(b) Written procedures for a mail-in calibration and 
examination program must include: 

(i) A requirement that all restricted operators enrolled in 
the mail-in program have the ignition interlock device cali- 
brated, downloaded, the ignition interlock device's wiring 
harness physically inspected in the vehicle in which it was 
installed at a fixed site or mobile service center of the manu- 
facturer every one hundred thirty days for the period of instal- 
lation. 

(ii) A restriction prohibiting restricted operators from 
using the program during the last four months of a restricted 
operator's DOL or court mandated ignition interlock device 
period. 

(iii) A disqualification for a restricted operator from the 
mail-in program if their data reader or data base shows a 
breath alcohol sample equal to or greater than .040 g/210L, or 
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if a restricted operator and/or lessee has a violation reset con- 
dition. 

(c) The manufacturer, vendor, ignition interlock techni- 
cian or service center must provide a restricted operator with 
written instructions on how to utilize the mail-in program. 

(d) A mail-in program does not eliminate or take the 
place of any requirements outlined in WAC 204-50-120. 

(7) The manufacturer, vendor and/or service center must 
provide, upon request, additional reports in a format accept- 
able to and at no cost to DOL, impaired driving section and/or 
the originating court. 

(8) A service center must maintain records documenting 
all calibrations, downloads and any other services performed 
on an ignition interlock device, including service of a viola- 
tion reset. Charges for installations, calibrations, downloads 
and service must be made using a numbered billing invoice. 
The billing invoice must contain the date of service and all 
fees for service must be itemized. 

(9) Retention of the record of installation, calibrations, 
downloads, service and associated invoices must be main- 
tained on site for a minimum of three years. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.43.395, 46.37.005, and 46.04.215. 10-24- 
074, § 204-50-080, filed 11/30/10, effective 1/1/11. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 46.37.005 and 46.04.215. 09-18-073, § 204-50-080, filed 8/31/09, 
effective 10/1/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.688(2). 05-17-065, § 
204-50-080, filed 8/11/05, effective 9/11/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.04.215 and 46.37.005. 99-01-156, § 204-50-080, filed 12/23/98, effective 


1/1/99. Statutory Authority: 1987 c 247. 88-01-020 (Order 87-05-ESR), § 
204-50-080, filed 12/9/87.] 


WAC 204-50-090 Ignition interlock device security. 
(1) A manufacturer and its vendors, service center(s), and 
ignition interlock technicians must take all reasonable steps 
necessary to prevent tampering or physical circumvention of 
an ignition interlock device. These steps must include: 

(a) Special locks, seals, and installation procedures that 
prevent or record evidence of tampering and/or circumven- 
tion attempts; 

(b) Installation and/or use of all anticircumvention fea- 
tures required under this chapter; 

(c) Changes in software and ignition interlock device 
configuration, including anticircumvention features and the 
Washington state configuration profile will only be adminis- 
tered by the manufacturer, and/or vendor. 

(2) In addition, a service center or ignition interlock tech- 
nician will affix to the ignition interlock device a label con- 
taining the following notation: "Warning - This ignition 
interlock device has been installed under the laws of the state 
of Washington. Attempts to disconnect, tamper with, or cir- 
cumvent this ignition interlock device may subject you to 
criminal prosecution. For more information, call (insert man- 
ufacturer, vendor or service center's toll free number)." 

(3) No owner or employee of a manufacturer, vendor or 
service center may authorize or assist with the disconnection 
of an ignition interlock device, or enable the use of any 
"emergency bypass" mechanism or any other "bypass" proce- 
dure that allows a person restricted to use the vehicle 
equipped with a functioning ignition interlock device, to start 
or operate a vehicle without providing all required breath 
samples. Doing so may subject the person to criminal prose- 
cution under RCW 46.20.750 and may cause the revocation 
of a manufacturer's, vendor's, service center, and/or ignition 
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interlock technician's certification under chapter 204-50 
WAC. 

(4) All known ignition interlock device circumventions 
or tampering must be reported to the impaired driving section 
in an impaired driving section approved electronic format 
within seven days of determining that an ignition interlock 
device was circumvented or tampered with. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.43.395, 46.37.005, and 46.04.215. 10-24- 
074, § 204-50-090, filed 11/30/10, effective 1/1/11. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 46.37.005 and 46.04.215. 09-18-073, § 204-50-090, filed 8/31/09, 
effective 10/1/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.688(2). 05-17-065, § 
204-50-090, filed 8/11/05, effective 9/11/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.04.215 and 46.37.005. 99-01-156, § 204-50-090, filed 12/23/98, effective 


1/1/99. Statutory Authority: 1987 c 247. 88-01-020 (Order 87-05-ESR), § 
204-50-090, filed 12/9/87.] 


WAC 204-50-100 Installation of ignition interlock 
devices. (1) An ignition interlock device can only be installed 
by a certified ignition interlock technician. 

(2) An ignition interlock technician shall not install an 
ignition interlock device on a vehicle unless the restricted 
operator is: 

(a) Successful in completing all training prior to initially 
using the ignition interlock device; 

(b) The registered owner of the vehicle or has a signed 
letter of authorization from the registered owner approving 
the ignition interlock device installation; and 

(c) Provided ignition interlock device training by the 
manufacturer, vendor, service center, and/or certified techni- 
cian. If the impaired driving section and/or DOL provides 
educational materials to the manufacturer, vendor, service 
center and/or technician, those training materials will be pro- 
vided to the restricted operator and/or lessee in addition to the 
training required under this section. 

(3) An ignition interlock technician shall: 

(a) Record the following information before installing an 
ignition interlock device: 

(i) The full name, current address, phone number, 
driver's license number of the lessee and/or restricted opera- 
tor. 

(ii) The vehicle license registration number for the vehi- 
cle in which the ignition interlock device is to be installed. 

(iii) The unique serial number of the ignition interlock 
device installed and corresponding vehicle license registra- 
tion number of the single vehicle in which it was installed. 

(b) Ensure that no restricted operator, lessee or other 
unauthorized person witnesses the installation, service or 
removal of an ignition interlock device. 

(c) Inspect all vehicles prior to installation of an ignition 
interlock device to determine if parts of a vehicle affected by 
an ignition interlock device are in acceptable condition and 
an ignition interlock device shall not be installed until the 
vehicle is in acceptable condition. 

(d) Follow the manufacturer's instructions and regula- 
tions outlined in this chapter for the installation, servicing 
and removal of ignition interlock devices. 

(e) Install the following physical anti-tampering mea- 
sures: 

(i) Place all connections and associated wiring between 
an ignition interlock device and a vehicle in an area of the 
vehicle not immediately accessible or visible to the lessee or 
restricted operator. 
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(ii) Cover with a unique and easily identifiable seal, 
epoxy, resin, shrink wrap, sheathing, or tamper proof tape: 

(A) Any portion of an ignition interlock device that can 
be disconnected; 

(B) Any wires used to install the ignition interlock 
device that are not inside a secured enclosure; and 

(C) Mark points likely to be accessed when attempting to 
tamper with the ignition interlock device with other material 
unless the ignition interlock device is capable of recording 
such attempts to tamper with it. 

(4) A service center or ignition interlock technician will: 

(a) Thoroughly train a restricted operator on the proper 
use and functionality of an ignition interlock device; and 

(b) Provide a user reference, operation, and problem- 
solving guide in English or Spanish to the restricted operator 
when an ignition interlock device is installed. 

(5) A service center or ignition interlock technician will 
be available during all posted hours of operation to answer all 
questions and handle any problems related to a restricted 
operator's ignition interlock device, including repair or 
replacement of an inoperable or malfunctioning ignition 
interlock device. 


[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.43.395, 46.37.005, and 46.04.215. 10-24- 
074, § 204-50-100, filed 11/30/10, effective 1/1/11.] 


WAC 204-500-110 Mandatory requirements for an 
ignition interlock device. (1) Notwithstanding other provi- 
sions of this chapter, a certified ignition interlock device 
must: 

(a) Be designed to permit a "restart" within two minutes 
of a stall or when the ignition has been turned off, except a 
"restart" will not be permitted during a violation reset condi- 
tion. 

(b) Automatically and completely purge residual alcohol 
before allowing subsequent tests. 

(c) Allow a minimum of 1500 ml or 1.5 L of breath for 
an acceptable breath sample. 

(d) Be installed in such a manner that it will not interfere 
with the normal operation of the vehicle after it has been 
started. 

(e) Include a supply of two disposable mouth pieces 
upon installation, designed to minimize the introduction of 
saliva into an ignition interlock device, and an additional 
mouth piece with every sixty to sixty-five day calibration 
period. 

(f) Be uniquely serial numbered. 

(g) Uniquely identify and record each time the vehicle is 
attempted to be started and/or started, the results of all tests, 
retests or failures as being a malfunction of the device or 
from the operator not meeting the requirements, how long the 
vehicle was operated, and any indication of bypassing or tam- 
pering with the ignition interlock device, or tests. 

(h) On or before June 10, 2015, require a restricted oper- 
ator to wait five minutes before attempting to start the vehicle 
a second or third time and thirty minutes prior to the fourth or 
subsequent attempts to initially start the vehicle when the ini- 
tial start failure occurs. 

(i) Require the operator of the vehicle to submit to a 
retest within ten minutes of starting the vehicle. A rolling 
retest must continue at randomly variable intervals ranging 
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from ten to forty-five minutes after the previous retest for the 
duration of the travel. 

(j) Be equipped with a method of immediately notifying 
law enforcement officers if a violation reset occurs from a 
rolling retest or the result of the retest exceeds the lower of 
.025 g/210L BrAC or the alcohol concentration as prescribed 
by the originating court. Acceptable forms of notification are 
repeated honking of the vehicle's horn, repeated flashing of 
the vehicle's headlamps, or the use of an audible signaling 
device. Such notification may be disabled only by switching 
the engine off, or by the achievement of a retest at a level the 
lower of .025 g/210L BrAC or the maximum allowable alco- 
hol concentration as set by the originating court. 

(k) Enter into a lockout if a violation reset occurs unless 
the vehicle is serviced at a mobile or fixed site service center 
by a certified technician where it will be calibrated, down- 
loaded and the wiring harness physically inspected within 
five days of when the violation reset occurred. 

(2) The manufacturer, vendor, ignition interlock techni- 
cian or service center shall notify the originating court (if 
any) of such violation reset conditions within five days of ser- 
vicing the ignition interlock device in a format acceptable to 
the originating court. The manufacturer, vendor or service 
center must provide notification to DOL and impaired driv- 
ing section in an acceptable electronic format should DOL or 
impaired driving section promulgate rules requiring such 
notification of a violation reset condition. 

(3) In addition to any other information required by 
DOL, the impaired driving section, or by an originating court, 
all reports to DOL, the impaired driving section or to an orig- 
inating court concerning a particular ignition interlock device 
must include: 

(a) The full name, address, and driver's license number 
of the restricted operator, lessee, and registered owner; 

(b) The vehicle license registration number of the single 
vehicle in which the ignition interlock device was installed; 

(c) The unique serial number of the ignition interlock 
device; and 

(d) The toll free telephone number, and certification 
number of the installing service center and ignition interlock 
technician who installed and prepared the report for the igni- 
tion interlock device. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.43.395, 46.37.005, and 46.04.215. 10-24- 
074, § 204-50-110, filed 11/30/10, effective 1/1/11. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 46.37.005 and 46.04.215. 09-18-073, § 204-50-110, filed 8/31/09, 
effective 10/1/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.688(2). 05-17-065, § 
204-50-110, filed 8/11/05, effective 9/11/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.04.215 and 46.37.005. 99-01-156, § 204-50-110, filed 12/23/98, effective 


1/1/99. Statutory Authority: 1987 c 247. 88-01-020 (Order 87-05-ESR), § 
204-50-110, filed 12/9/87.] 


WAC 204-50-120 Additional requirements. (1) Not- 
withstanding other provisions of this chapter, each manufac- 
turer of a certified ignition interlock device, either on its own 
or through a vendor or service center shall: 

(a) Guarantee repair or replacement of a defective igni- 
tion interlock device within the state of Washington within a 
maximum of forty-eight hours of receipt of a complaint or 
known failure of an ignition interlock device. 

(b) Demonstrate to the satisfaction of impaired driving 
section, a service delivery plan under which any restricted 
operator may obtain installation and routine service of that 
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manufacturer's ignition interlock device within a seventy-five 
mile radius of his or her place of residence. 

(c) Receive written approval from impaired driving sec- 
tion and require mobile service ignition interlock technicians 
to sign an agreement to abide by all aspects of WAC 204-50- 
080 before mobile service centers may work outside of the 
umbrella of their overseeing fixed site service center(s) to 
provide service in rural counties of the state. Qualifying rural 
counties under the Washington state department of health 
guidelines include: Jefferson, Pacific, Wahkiakum, Klicki- 
tat, San Juan, Columbia, Garfield, Adams, Lincoln, Pend 
Oreille, Stevens, Ferry, and Okanogan counties. 

(d) Provide written notification of any changes to a man- 
ufacturer's service center network to the impaired driving 
section within seven days of such change. 

(e) Maintain a twenty-four hour, three hundred sixty-five 
days a year toll-free telephone number for lessees and/or 
restricted operators to call if they have problems with the 
ignition interlock device they have leased from the manufac- 
turer, vendor or service center. Calls must either be answered 
by an ignition interlock technician qualified to service the 
manufacturer's ignition interlock devices, or the call must be 
returned by a qualified technician within thirty minutes of the 
original call. 

(2) The manufacturer shall provide to the impaired driv- 
ing section proof on or before the expiration date listed on the 
current valid insurance on file with the impaired driving sec- 
tion that the manufacturer has products liability insurance 
coverage with minimum liability limits of one million dollars 
per occurrence, and three million dollar aggregate. Liability 
covered must include, but not limited to: Defects in product 
design, materials, and workmanship during manufacture, cal- 
ibration, installation, removal, and all completed operations. 
Such insurance must be provided by a company authorized to 
offer such coverage in the state, and such company must 
include the state of Washington as an additional insured, and 
must agree to notify the impaired driving section not less than 
thirty days before the expiration or termination of such cov- 
erage. Insurance coverage required in this subsection must be 
in addition to, and not considered a replacement for coverage 
required in subsection (3) of this section. 

(3) A vendor or service center shall provide the impaired 
driving section proof on or before the expiration date listed 
on the current valid insurance on file with the impaired driv- 
ing section that each and every service center has: 

(a) Garage keepers liability insurance coverage with 
minimum liability limits of fifty thousand dollars. Liability 
covered must include, but not be limited to, damage to les- 
see's vehicle and personal property while in the care and/or 
custody of the service center. 

(b) Operations insurance coverage with minimum liabil- 
ity limits of one million dollars per occurrence, and two mil- 
lion dollars aggregate. Liability covered must include, but not 
be limited to, defects in materials and workmanship during 
installation, removal, service, calibration, and monitoring. 

(c) Insurance provided by a company authorized to offer 
such coverage in the state, and such company must include 
the state of Washington as an additional insured, and must 
agree to notify the impaired driving section not less than 
thirty days before expiration or termination of such coverage. 
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(d) Insurance coverage required in this subsection must 
be in addition to and not considered a replacement for other 
coverage required in this section. 

(4) A vendor or service center shall notify the DOL in an 
acceptable format and if so requested by the originating 
court, notify the originating court, if any, of the removal of an 
ignition interlock device under any circumstances other than: 

(a) Immediate ignition interlock device repair needs. 

(b) Removal of the ignition interlock device in order to 
switch it to a replacement vehicle to be operated by the 
restricted operator. Report of such a vehicle switch including 
the license of the vehicle must be transmitted to the DOL, and 
the originating court within two business days of such a 
switch, if so requested by the originating court at the time of 
initial installation of the ignition interlock device. Report of 
such a vehicle switch must be transmitted to the DOL within 
two business days of such a switch, if so requested by the 
DOL. NOTE: Whenever an ignition interlock device is 
removed for repair, and cannot be immediately reinstalled, a 
substitute ignition interlock device must be utilized. Under no 
circumstances will a manufacturer, service center or ignition 
interlock technician knowingly permit a restricted operator to 
drive a vehicle not equipped with a functioning ignition inter- 
lock device. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.43.395, 46.37.005, and 46.04.215. 10-24- 
074, § 204-50-120, filed 11/30/10, effective 1/1/11. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 46.37.005 and 46.04.215. 09-18-073, § 204-50-120, filed 8/31/09, 
effective 10/1/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.688(2). 05-17-065, § 
204-50-120, filed 8/11/05, effective 9/11/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.04.215 and 46.37.005. 99-01-156, § 204-50-120, filed 12/23/98, effective 


1/1/99. Statutory Authority: 1987 c 247. 88-01-020 (Order 87-05-ESR), § 
204-50-120, filed 12/9/87.] 


WAC 204-50-130 Requirements for removing an 
ignition interlock device. (1) A vendor will determine a 
restricted operator's compliance of this section in accordance 
with RCW 46.20.720. 

(2) The manufacturer or its service center must return the 
vehicle in normal operating condition after it removes an 
ignition interlock device. 

(3) An ignition interlock technician or service center can 
only remove an ignition interlock device for which they have 
been certified to service, unless an ignition interlock techni- 
cian or service center has received approval from the 
impaired driving section allowing it to remove an ignition 
interlock device that it has not been certified to service. 

(4) A manufacturer or its service center shall provide any 
final report requested by the originating court, impaired driv- 
ing section and/or requested by DOL to the requestor once 
the ignition interlock device has been removed from a 
restricted operator's vehicle(s). 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.43.395, 46.37.005, and 46.04.215. 10-24- 
074, § 204-50-130, filed 11/30/10, effective 1/1/11. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 46.37.005 and 46.04.215. 09-18-073, § 204-50-130, filed 8/31/09, 
effective 10/1/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.61.688(2). 05-17-065, § 
204-50-130, filed 8/11/05, effective 9/11/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.04.215 and 46.37.005. 99-01-156, § 204-50-130, filed 12/23/98, effective 


1/1/99. Statutory Authority: 1987 c 247. 88-01-020 (Order 87-05-ESR), § 
204-50-130, filed 12/9/87.] 


WAC 204-50-140 Review of denial, suspension or 
revocation of certification. (1) The chief or designee may 
deny, suspend, or revoke a letter of certification for an igni- 
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tion interlock device, service center, or ignition interlock 
technician upon receiving evidence that any letter of certifi- 
cation holder has failed to comply or no longer complies with 
any requirement or provision of law or this chapter. The fol- 
lowing process will be used: 

(a) The chief or designee will give the applicant or certif- 
icate holder notice of the action and an opportunity to be 
heard as prescribed in chapter 34.05 RCW, prior to denial, 
suspension, or revocation of the letter of certification, except 
as provided in subsection (2) of this section. 

(b) Upon receiving notice of the action, the applicant, or 
certificate holder may request an administrative hearing to 
contest the decision. A request for an administrative hearing 
must: 

(i) Be made in writing and mailed to the Washington 
State Patrol Impaired Driving Section, 811 East Roanoke St., 
Seattle, WA 98102; and 

(11) Be received by the patrol's impaired driving section 
within twenty business days after the date of the notice of 
action. 

(2) The chief or designee may, without prior notification, 
suspend a letter of certification for a device, service center, or 
ignition interlock technician if the chief or designee finds that 
there is danger to the public health, safety, or welfare that 
requires immediate action. For every summary suspension of 
a letter of certification, an order signed by the chief or desig- 
nee must be entered in accordance with the provisions of 
RCW 34.05.479. 

(3) Failure to request a hearing or failure to appear at a 
hearing, a prehearing conference, or any other stage of an 
adjudicative proceeding may constitute default and result in 
the entry of a final order under RCW 34.05.440. 

(4) Administrative proceedings consistent with chapter 
34.05 RCW for revocation or other action will be promptly 
instituted and determined. The chief or designee must give 
notice as practicable to the letter of certification holder. 

(5) Unless the chief or designee finds the immediate 
revocation is necessary or unless the certificate holder timely 
requests a hearing as provided under this section, a decision 
to revoke or suspend will be effective thirty days from the 
date of the notice of action decision unless the chief or desig- 
nee finds that immediate revocations is necessary. 


[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.43.395, 46.37.005, and 46.04.215. 10-24- 
074, § 204-50-140, filed 11/30/10, effective 1/1/11.] 


WAC 204-50-150 Hearing procedure. (1) Hearings 
under this chapter will be pursuant to chapters 34.05 RCW 
and 10-08 WAC as supplemented by this section. 

(2) A presiding officer will conduct a hearing and any 
prehearing conference(s). 

(3) The burden of proof in any hearing will be on the 
applicant seeking the letter of certification, or on the person 
or agency seeking the suspension or revocation of a letter of 
certification or other action by the chief or designee. 

(4) Oral proceedings must be recorded by the method 
chosen by the chief or designee and such recording will 
become part of the hearing record. 

(5) The following process applies to administrative hear- 
ings under this chapter: 

(a) The patrol will notify the assistant attorney general of 
the petitioner's request for an administrative hearing. 
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(b) The assistant attorney general will draft an adminis- 
trative complaint and send it to the petitioner and to the office 
of administrative hearings. 

(c) The office of administrative hearings will schedule a 
hearing date, and will notify the petitioner, assistant attorney 
general, and patrol in writing of the hearing date, time, and 
location. 

(d) The hearing will be conducted by an administrative 
law judge assigned by the office of administrative hearings. 

(e) At the hearing, the assistant attorney general will 
present witnesses and other evidence on behalf of the patrol. 

(f) At the hearing, the petitioner may be represented by 
an attorney or may choose to represent himself or herself. 
The petitioner or his/her attorney will be allowed to present 
witnesses and other evidence. 

(g) Nothing in this section will prevent the parties from 
resolving the administrative matter by settlement agreement 
prior to conclusion of the administrative hearing. 

(6) Initial and final order. At the conclusion of the hear- 
ing, the administrative law judge will prepare an initial order 
and send it to the petitioner and the assistant attorney general. 

(a) Either the petitioner or the assistant attorney general, 
or both, may file a petition for review of the initial order with 
the patrol within twenty days of the date of service of the ini- 
tial order. A petition for review must: 

(i) Specify the portions of the initial order to which 
exception is taken; 

(11) Refer to the evidence of record which is relied upon 
to support the petition; and 

(iii) Be filed with the patrol within twenty days of the 
date of service of the initial order. 

(b) A party on whom a petition for review has been 
served may, within ten days of the date of service, file a reply 
to the petition. Copies of the reply must be mailed to all other 
parties or their representatives at the time the reply is filed. 

(c) The administrative record, the initial order, and any 
exceptions filed by the parties will be submitted to the chief 
or his/her designee for review. Following this review, the 
chief or his/her designee will enter a final order that is appeal- 
able under the provisions of chapter 34.05 RCW. 


[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.43.395, 46.37.005, and 46.04.215. 10-24- 
074, § 204-50-150, filed 11/30/10, effective 1/1/11.] 


WAC 204-50-160 Appeal. Any person aggrieved by 
the decision of the chief or designee denying, suspending, or 
revoking a certification may appeal such decision to the supe- 
rior court under the provisions of chapter 34.05 RCW. 


[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.43.395, 46.37.005, and 46.04.215. 10-24- 
074, § 204-50-160, filed 11/30/10, effective 1/1/11.] 
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TOWING BUSINESSES 
WAC 
204-91 A-060 Application and qualifications for letter of appointment. 
204-91 A-170 Minimum tow truck equipment standards. 


WAC 204-914-060 Application and qualifications 
for letter of appointment. (1) An application must be 
approved and a letter of appointment issued by the patrol 
before an operator is authorized to provide towing services 
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for the patrol pursuant to this chapter. However, nothing 
herein prohibits the patrol from calling a towing business 
upon the specific request of a person responsible for a vehicle 
or his/her agent. 

(2) An application for letter of appointment must be 
completed by: 


Type of business | Who must complete the application 
Tow company Owner/operator 

Partnership Each partner 

Corporation The patrol may require each of the 


present and subsequent officers, man- 
agers, and stakeholders holding 10% 
or more of the total issued stock to 
complete an application. 


(3) To be issued a letter of appointment, the applicant(s) 
must: 

(a) Complete the application form provided by the 
patrol; and 

(b) Attach to the application a signed "letter of contrac- 
tual agreement" listing the maximum tow rates to be charged 
for services resulting from state patrol originated calls; and 

(c) Satisfy the requirements contained in WAC 204- 
91A-070; and 

(d) Demonstrate through a letter included with the appli- 
cation that they have at least two years of experience within 
the towing industry, or be granted a waiver if the owner/oper- 
ator does not have the required two years experience. 

(1) The two years of experience must have been acquired 
within five years of the date of application. The two years of 
experience may be satisfied by demonstrating any of the fol- 
lowing: 

(A) He or she has been a registered tow truck operator 
for a minimum of two years prior to the date of application 
with at least one approved "A" or "B" class tow truck, addi- 
tional trucks are optional, and has a working knowledge of 
the paperwork requirements for impounds; or 

(B) He or she has worked as an employee of a tow com- 
pany on the state patrol's rotational tow list and gained expe- 
rience within the towing industry including, but not limited 
to, the operation of vehicles, complying with the state and 
federal standards and regulations, and processing of paper- 
work for auditing and other purposes; or 

(C) He or she will keep in place the existing management 
team/employees for a minimum of one year upon purchasing 
the business. 

(11) If the owner/operator does not have the required two 
years experience, the owner/operator may be granted a 
waiver of this requirement. If the owner/operator is granted a 
waiver, the letter of appointment may be granted on a proba- 
tionary basis for a period of one year from the date of the 
waiver. 

(4) Upon receipt by the patrol of a completed applica- 
tion: 

(a) The district office must: 

(1) Complete the tow zone portion of the application 
form. The district commander or designee will enter 
"approved" or "disapproved" next to the zone designation and 
sign the form; and 
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(ii) Forward the application and letter of contractual 
agreement to the section. 

(b) The section will assign the application a docket num- 
ber which will be its permanent identification number for all 
matters relating to appointments, granted or denied, and any 
other correspondence with the patrol thereafter. 

(5) The patrol will refuse to issue or may revoke a letter 
of appointment or contract if the applicant, partner, corporate 
officer involved in daily operations, or any employee who 
operates a tow truck, assists in vehicle auctions, or is 
involved in daily operations: 

(a) Has been convicted of any of the following: 

(i) Any class A felony or any "sex offense" as defined in 
RCW 9.94A.030, regardless of the date of conviction; or 

(11) Any class B felony within the last ten years; or 

(iii) Any class C felony within the last five years; or 

(iv) A DUI, as defined in chapter 46.61 RCW, two or 
more times within the last five years; or 

(v) Any gross misdemeanor within the last three years; 
or 

(vi) 

(b) Must register as a sex offender or kidnapping 
offender; or 

(c) Has been granted a deferred prosecution under chap- 
ter 10.05 RCW for any gross misdemeanor within the last 
three years. 

(6) The patrol may refuse to issue or may revoke a letter 
of appointment or contract if the applicant, partner, corporate 
officer involved in daily operations, or any employee who 
operates a tow truck, assists in vehicle auctions, or is 
involved in daily operations: 

(a) Has been convicted of any misdemeanor within the 
last year; or 

(b) Has been granted a deferred prosecution under chap- 
ter 10.05 RCW for any misdemeanor within the last year. 

(7) The patrol may refuse to issue or may revoke a letter 
of appointment or contract if any applicant, partner or corpo- 
rate officer involved in daily operations, or any employee 
who operates a tow truck or assists in vehicle auctions: 

(a) Has demonstrated a willful disregard for complying 
with ordinances, statutes, administrative rules or court orders, 
whether at the local, state or federal level; or 

(b) Fails to demonstrate character and general fitness 
sufficient to command the confidence of the patrol and war- 
rant a belief that the business will be operated honestly, fairly 
and efficiently in the conduct of towing, impound, and vehi- 
cle auction activities. In determining character and general 
fitness, the patrol may consider: 

(1) Prior contacts with law enforcement; and 

(11) Criminal record; and 

(iii) Reputation in the community; and 

(iv) Associations. 

(8) Only one application per year to tow on the patrol's 
rotational tow list will be accepted and considered for an 
applicant who has had their previous application denied or 
had their letter or contract of appointment revoked. The year 
will run from the date of application denial or the date of 
revocation of the letter of appointment. 

(9) The term "conviction" as used in this section will 
have the same meaning as used in RCW 9.94A.030. 
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(10) Crimes referenced in this section are as defined in 

the criminal code as they existed at the time of the violation, 
as they now exist or may later be amended in the state of 
Washington. Out-of-state convictions for offenses will be 
classified according to the comparable offense definitions 
and sentences provided by Washington law. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.37.005, 46.55.050, and 46.55.115. 10-24- 
068, § 204-91A-060, filed 11/30/10, effective 12/31/10; 09-09-118, § 204- 
91A-060, filed 4/21/09, effective 5/22/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.37.005 and 46.55.115. 07-02-025A, § 204-91A-060, filed 12/22/06, 
effective 1/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.37.005. 04-20-021, § 204- 
91A-060, filed 9/28/04, effective 10/29/04. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.37.005, 46.55.050, and 46.55.115. 02-07-056, § 204-91A-060, filed 
3/15/02, effective 4/15/02. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.37.005 and 
46.55.050. 97-08-021, § 204-91A-060, filed 3/25/97, effective 4/25/97; 94- 
18-083, § 204-91A-060, filed 9/2/94, effective 10/3/94. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 46.61.567. 89-21-044, § 204-91A-060, filed 10/13/89, effective 
11/13/89. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.35.005 [46.37.005]. 89-14-015 
(Order 89-04-ESR), § 204-91A-060, filed 6/23/89. ] 


WAC 204-91A-170 Minimum tow truck equipment 
standards. (1) All tow/recovery trucks used by a registered 
tow operator for public or private impounds or in response to 
patrol requests must meet the minimum standards listed in 
this section. 

(2) Minimum standards: 

(a) All equipment used in conjunction with the tow truck 
winching system must be used in such a way as not to exceed 
the equipment working load limit. All equipment must com- 
ply with the Washington safety and health administration 
(WSHA) regulation if applicable. 

Industry standards set the working load limit of wire 
rope or equivalent material at one-fifth of the manufacturer's 
rated nominal or breaking strength. 

(b) Each wire rope or equivalent material must be capa- 
ble of being fully extended from and fully wound onto its 
drum. Each wire rope or equivalent material must meet the 
industry standards for specified type of use with equipment. 

OSHA (1410.179 (h)(2iiia)) requires no less than two 
wraps of rope remain on drum when rope is "fully extended." 
This is to ensure the full load never bears on the rope to drum 
connection. 

(c) The wire rope on each recovery class truck must be 
equivalent to a 6 x 19 or 6 x 37 "extra improved plowed steel" 
(XIP) independent wire rope center (IWRC), and must meet 
all industry standards for working load limit. 

(i) The operator must retain a receipt of purchase from 
the manufacturer indicating the type and WLL of wire rope, 
and document the type and date the wire rope was installed 
on each vehicle. 

(ii) Class "A," "D," and "E" trucks may utilize either 
IWRC or fiber core wire rope. 

(d) All wire rope must be in good working order. The 
following industry standards for out-of-service criteria will 
apply: 

(i) No more than six randomly distributed broken wires 
in one rope lay, or more than three broken wires in one strand 
in one rope lay. 

(ii) Excessive abrasion causing the loss of more than 
one-third the original diameter of an outside individual wire. 
(iii) Evidence of rope deterioration from corrosion. 

(iv) Kinking, crushing, or other damage that results in 
detrimental distortion of the rope structure. 
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(v) Any evidence of heat damage. 

(vi) Any marked reduction in diameter either along the 
entire main length or in one section. 

(vii) Unlaying or opening up of a tucked splice. 

(viii) Core protrusion along the entire length. 

(ix) End attachments that are cracked, deformed, worn, 
or loosened. 

(x) Any indication of strand or wire slippage in end 
attachments. 

(xi) More than one broken wire in the vicinity of fittings. 

(e) Wire rope end connections shall be swaged or, if 
clamped, must have a minimum of three forged clamps 
spaced a minimum of six rope diameters apart and attached 
with the base or saddle of the clamp against the longer or 
"live" end of the cable. The "U" bolt will be placed over the 
short or "dead" end of the rope and will be of the proper size 
for the cable being clamped. 

(1) Recovery or tow hooks must be installed, maintained, 
and used in the manner in which the manufacturer prescribes. 

(11) Recovery or tow hooks must be replaced if the throat 
opening has increased beyond the manufacturer recommen- 
dations, the load bearing point has been worn by ten percent, 
or the hook is twisted by more than ten degrees. 

(iii) Wire rope clamps must be installed and torqued per 
manufacturer specifications. 

(f) All wire rope related equipment, sheaves, etc., must 
conform to the diameter of the wire rope being used or to the 
original tow truck equipment manufacturer specifications. 

(g) All winching equipment, booms, snatch blocks, etc., 
must have permanently affixed durable factory identification, 
stating the working load limit. If this identification has been 
removed or is no longer readable, it is criteria for placing the 
item out-of-service. Equipment may be reinspected by a rec- 
ognized recertification company. If the equipment is accept- 
able, it may be reidentified with a working load limit and a 
recertification company identifier. It will be deemed accept- 
able if the operator maintains a copy of the certification of 
winching equipment provided the serial number on the equip- 
ment corresponds with the certification provided by the man- 
ufacturer. 

(h) Snatch block hooks that were manufactured with a 
retractable safety retention clip must have a functional clip 
installed. 

(1) All block and tackle equipment used in the winching 
system which shows signs of permanent deformation, signif- 
icant wear or damage is criteria for placing the item out-of- 
service. 

(j) All "J" hook chain assemblies must be grade "7" chain 
or better. 

(k) Safety chains must only be used for the securing of 
vehicles to the truck. Must be minimum grade "7" chain or 
meet the original manufacturer's recommendations. Safety 
chain hooks that were manufactured with retractable safety 
retention clips must have a functional clip installed. 

(1) Comply with legal lighting, equipment, and license 
requirements. 

(m) Portable tail, stop, and turn signal lights for vehicles 
being towed. When in use, the lights must be mounted on the 
same level and as widely spaced laterally as practicable. 

(n) Have department of licensing registration and truck 
numbers painted or permanently affixed to both sides of the 
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truck. Have firm's name, city of address, and phone number 
permanently affixed to both sides of the vehicle. Letters must 
be a minimum of three inches high with one-half inch 
strokes. 

(o) Have a revolving, strobe, or intermittent red light 
with three hundred sixty degrees visibility. Trucks may also 
be equipped with flashing amber and/or white lights which 
may be used in conjunction with the red lamps. Additionally, 
trucks must also be equipped with a warning light visible 
from the driver seat which is energized when the red revolv- 
ing light or flashing amber lights are activated. 

(p) Have a broom, minimum twelve inches wide, with a 
handle at least four feet long. 

(q) Have a scoop type shovel, minimum seven inches 
wide, overall length minimum three feet long and a minimum 
of a three-gallon hard or solid sided receptacle (trash bags of 
any type will not meet this requirement) able to contain 
debris typically found at collision scenes without breaking. 

(r) Be maintained in a reasonably clean condition. 

(s) Have at least one steel pinch bar four feet long, 
tapered on one end and flattened on the other with a mini- 
mum diameter of three-quarters of an inch. 

(t) Have a two-way radio or mobile telephone capable of 
communicating with a base station. A citizen band radio does 
not suffice. The communication device must: 

(i) Be in proper working order and function correctly 
throughout the assigned tow areas for all towing operations 
including on call drivers. 

(11) Be used in a lawful manner. 

(u) Have one 20 BC rated or two 10 BC rated fire extin- 
guishers accessible and secured on or in the tow truck. 

(v) Axle weight must comply with the requirements of 
RCW 46.37.351. 

(w) Carry two gallons of absorbent material designed to 
and capable of absorbing a one-gallon liquid spill from a 
motor vehicle. For the purposes of this chapter, vehicular liq- 
uids consist of motor oil, antifreeze, transmission fluid, and 
gear oil. 

(3) Class "A" tow trucks: Trucks that are capable of 
towing and recovery of passenger cars, pickup trucks, small 
trailers, or equivalent vehicles. Class "A" tow trucks must 
meet the requirements of subsection (2)(a) through (w) of this 
section, and in addition must have: 

(a) A fourteen thousand five hundred pound minimum 
manufacturer's gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR). 

(b) Dual tires on the rear axle. 

(c) A minimum of one hundred feet of three-eighths inch 
continuous length XIP wire rope on each drum, measured 
from the point of attachment at the drum to the hook. 

(d) A minimum eight-ton boom rating with a single 
hydraulic boom. Dual winches to control a minimum of two 
service drums. 

(e) A minimum of two snatch blocks rated at 4.0 tons 
each. 

(f) A tow sling or other comparable device made of 
material and used in such manner so as to protect vehicles 
being towed or recovered. 

(g) A portable dolly or its equivalent for hauling vehicles 
not otherwise towable. The transported vehicle must be 
attached to the dolly or its equivalent with an adjustable tie- 
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down, or as otherwise required by the equipment manufac- 
turer. 

(h) If equipped with a wheel lift system, it must have a 
fully extended working load rating of at least three thousand 
pounds and a seven thousand pound tow rated capacity. The 
transported vehicle must be attached to the wheel lift with an 
adjustable tiedown, or as otherwise required by the equip- 
ment manufacturer. 

(i) A minimum of one ten-foot or two five-foot recovery 
chains used in the winching system and must be minimum 
grade "7" chain with matching fittings. 

(j) Permanently affixed safety chains. 

(4) Class "B" tow trucks: Trucks that are capable of 
towing and/or recovery of medium size trucks, trailers, motor 
homes, or equivalent vehicles. Class "B" tow trucks must 
meet the requirements of subsection (2)(a) through (w) of this 
section, and in addition must have: 

(a) Eighteen thousand pounds minimum manufacturer's 
gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR). 

(b) A minimum of one twelve-ton single hydraulic boom 
with two independent winches and drums. 

(c) A minimum of one hundred feet of seven-sixteenths 
inch continuous length XIP IWRC wire rope on each drum, 
measured from points of attachment at the drum to the hook. 

(d) A minimum of four standard release tools (caging 
stud assemblies). 

(e) A minimum of two snatch blocks rated at 4.0 tons 
each. 

(f) A tow sling or other comparable device made of 
material and used in such manner so as to protect vehicles 
being towed or recovered. 

(g) A portable dolly or its equivalent for hauling vehicles 
not otherwise towable when the class "B" tow truck is being 
used for class "A" tows. The transported vehicle must be 
attached to the dolly or its equivalent with an adjustable tie- 
down, or as otherwise required by the equipment manufac- 
turer. 

(h) If equipped with a wheel lift system, it must have a 
fully extended working load limit of at least six thousand 
pounds and a twenty thousand pound tow rated capacity. The 
transported vehicle must be attached to the wheel lift with an 
adjustable tiedown, or as otherwise required by the equip- 
ment manufacturer. 

(i) A minimum of one ten-foot or two five-foot one-half 
inch diameter recovery chains used in the winching system 
and must be grade "8" chain with matching fittings. 

(j) Permanently affixed safety chains. 

(5) Class "B-2" tow trucks: Trucks that are rated at 
over 30,000 GVWR with air brakes. Class "B-2" tow trucks 
must meet the requirements of subsection (2)(a) through (w) 
of this section, and in addition must have: 

(a) A minimum of one hundred fifty feet of seven-six- 
teenths inch continuous length XIP IWRC wire rope on each 
drum, measured from points of attachment at the drum to the 
hook. 

(b) A minimum of one fourteen-ton single hydraulic 
boom with two independent winches and drums. 

(c) A minimum of two snatch blocks rated at 6.0 tons 
each. 

(d) Air brakes and a system capable of supplying air to 
towed vehicles. 
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(e) Permanently affixed safety chains. 

(f) Class "B-2" tow trucks must also meet the require- 
ments of subsection (4)(d), (£), (g), (h), and (i) of this section. 

(6) Class "C" tow trucks and class "C" rotator 
trucks: Trucks that are capable of towing and/or recovery of 
large trucks, trailers, buses, motor homes, or similar vehicles. 
Class "C" trucks must meet the requirements of subsection 
(2)(a) through (w) of this section, and in addition must have: 

(a) A forty-six thousand pound manufacturer's gross 
vehicle weight rating (GVWR). 

(b) Tandem rear axle truck chassis (both drive axles). 

(c) A minimum of thirty-ton boom rating with a hydrau- 
lic boom. Dual winches to control a minimum of two service 
drums. 

(d) A minimum of two hundred feet of five-eighths inch 
continuous length XIP IWRC wire rope on each drum mea- 
sured from the point of attachment at the drum to the hook. 

(e) Air brakes and a system capable of supplying air to 
towed vehicles. 

(f) A minimum of four standard release tools (caging 
stud assemblies). 

(g) A wheel lift or underlift system, it must have a fully 
extended working load limit of at least twelve thousand 
pounds. The transported vehicle must be attached to the 
wheel lift or underlift with an adjustable tiedown, or as other- 
wise required by the equipment manufacturer. 

(h) A minimum of one ten-foot or two five-foot five- 
eighths inch recovery chains used in the winching system and 
must be a minimum grade "8" chain with matching fittings. 

(i) Permanently affixed safety chains. 

(j) All chains must be a minimum of grade "7," except as 
otherwise specified in this section. 

(k) A tow sling or other comparable device used in such 
a manner as to protect the vehicle being towed or recovered. 

(1) A minimum of two snatch blocks rated at 8.0 tons 
each. 

(7) Class "D" tow trucks: Trucks that are equipped for 
and primarily used as "wheel lift" or nonrecovery trucks. 
Class "D" tow trucks must meet the requirements of subsec- 
tion (2)(a) through (w) of this section, and in addition must 
have: 

(a) A portable dolly or its equivalent for hauling vehicles 
not otherwise towable. The transported vehicle must be 
attached to the dolly or its equivalent with an adjustable tie- 
down, or as otherwise required by the equipment manufac- 
turer. 

(b) A wheel lift assembly with a fully extended manufac- 
turer's working load limit of three thousand pounds and a 
seven thousand pound tow rated capacity. The transported 
vehicle must be attached to the wheel lift with an adjustable 
tiedown, or as otherwise required by the equipment manufac- 
turer. 

(c) One winch and drum with one hundred feet of three- 
eighths inch XIP wire rope meeting class "A" requirements. 

(d) One snatch block rated at 3.5 tons. 

(e) A minimum of one five-foot recovery chain for use in 
the winching system and must be a minimum of grade "7" 
chain with matching fittings. 

(f) Permanently affixed safety chains. 

(8) Class "E" tow trucks: Trucks that are primarily 
designed and intended to transport other vehicles by loading 
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and carrying the transported vehicle entirely on the truck. 
These vehicles may be a flatbed, slide back, tilt bed, or rail 
design truck. Class "E" trucks, unless specifically factory 
equipped with a side recovery system, are not designed for 
vehicle recovery and therefore must not be used as a replace- 
ment for a class "A" truck unless specifically requested by the 
patrol. 

(a) Class "E" trucks must meet the requirements of sub- 
section (2)(a) through (w) of this section, and in addition 
must have: 

(1) Four tiedowns with a minimum working load limit of 
three thousand four hundred pounds. The tiedowns must be 
grade "7" or stronger chain, wire rope, nylon strap, or steel 
strap. 

All four tiedowns must be used when securing a vehicle. 
The tiedowns must be affixed to the axle, tires, or frame of 
the transported vehicle both front and rear. All tiedown ends 
must be affixed to the truck bed or rail in a manner that will 
prevent movement of the transported vehicle. Factory style 
"T" hook tiedowns may be used for front and rear secure- 
ment. 

(11) One snatch block rated at 4.0 tons. 

(iii) Dual tires on the rear axle. 

(iv) Fourteen thousand five hundred pound gross vehicle 
weight rating (GVWR). 

(v) Current licensing and tonnage equal to the maximum 
combination GVWR. 

(vi) Four-ton winch rating. 

(vii) Fifty feet three-eighths inch XIP fiber core or 
IWRC wire rope. 

(viii) One five-foot grade "7" chain with matching fit- 
tings for use in winching. 

(ix) Nineteen feet of usable bed capable of carrying vehi- 
cles. 

(x) Portable lights when the truck is used in towing 
mode. When in use, the lights must be mounted on the same 
level and as widely spaced laterally as practicable. 

(b) Class "E" tow trucks may be equipped with a sling, 
tow bar, and/or a wheel lift system. 

(i) If equipped with a towing system: 

(A) The system must have a manufacturer's rating appro- 
priate to the vehicle being towed. If used in a towing mode 
(as opposed to carrying), a sling, tow bar, and/or wheel lift 
assembly can be used and must have a manufacturer's rating 
appropriate to the vehicle being towed. 

(B) The tow truck must have permanently affixed safety 
chains. 

(ii) If using a wheel lift system, the transported vehicle 
must be attached to the wheel lift with an adjustable tiedown, 
or as otherwise required by the equipment manufacturer. 

(c) If factory equipped with a side vehicle recovery sys- 
tem, such system must meet all the winch and wire rope min- 
imum requirements listed for a class "A" truck. 

(9) Class "S" tow/recovery trucks: Tow/recovery 
trucks that cannot meet the requirements of class "A," "B," 
"C," "D," or "E" and are not eligible for appropriate waiver as 
outlined in WAC 204-91A-070(4), may be approved as class 
"S" (special). 

(a) To be designated as a class "S" truck, the operator 
must submit a request for approval through the district com- 
mander to the section that must include: 
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(i) Why the truck is needed; 

(ii) What the truck will be used for; 

(iii) The vehicle size; 

(iv) Purchased tonnage if required; 

(v) Capability; and 

(vi) The equipment carried or used with the truck. 

(b) The gross vehicle weight rating of the class "S" truck 
will determine the appropriate equipment required. 

(c) If the district commander approves the request, the 
request will be forwarded with recommendations for equip- 
ment and/or operation instructions or limitations to the sec- 
tion for review and final approval. If approval is granted, the 
equipment must be inspected as outlined in WAC 204-91A- 
040 with reports forwarded in the normal manner. 

(10) Class "S-1 rotator" trucks: Trucks that are capa- 
ble of recovery, towing, or both of large trucks, trailers, 
buses, motor homes, or similar vehicles. Class "S-1 rotator" 
trucks must meet the requirements of subsection (2)(a) 
through (w) of this section, and in addition must have: 

(a) A fifty-two thousand pound manufacturer's GVWR. 

(b) Tandem or triple rear axle truck chassis with at least 
two drive axles. 

(c) A minimum of forty ton rotating boom rating with a 
single boom. 

(d) A minimum of two hundred feet of five-eighths inch 
continuous length XIP IWRC wire rope on two drums mea- 
sured from the point of attachment at the drum to the hook. 

(e) Air brakes and a system capable of supplying air to 
towed vehicles. 

(f) A minimum of four standard release tools (caging 
stud assemblies). 

(g) A wheel lift system that has a fully extended working 
load limit of at least twelve thousand pounds. The transported 
vehicle must be attached to the wheel lift or underlift with an 
adjustable tiedown, or as otherwise required by the equip- 
ment manufacturer. 

(h) A minimum of one ten-foot or two five-foot five- 
eighths inch recovery chains used in the winching system and 
must be a minimum grade "8" chain with matching fittings. 

(1) All chains must be a minimum of grade "7," except as 
otherwise specified in this section. 

(j) A tow sling or other comparable device used in such 
a manner as to protect the vehicle being towed or recovered. 

(k) A minimum of two snatch blocks rated at eight tons 
each. 

(1) Permanently affixed safety chains. 

(11) Tow trucks rated as class "A," "B," "B-2," "C," or 
"E" that are currently in-service with operators holding a cur- 
rent letter of appointment issued by the patrol, not meeting 
the criteria for classification listed in this section will be 
allowed to remain on the rotation with those companies. 

(12) This section shall be effective on March 1, 2011. 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.37.005, 46.55.050, and 46.55.115. 10-24- 
068, § 204-91A-170, filed 11/30/10, effective 12/31/10; 09-09-118, § 204- 
91A-170, filed 4/21/09, effective 5/22/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.37.005 and 46.55.115. 07-02-025A, § 204-91A-170, filed 12/22/06, 
effective 1/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.37.005. 04-20-021, § 204- 
91A-170, filed 9/28/04, effective 10/29/04. Statutory Authority: RCW 
46.37.005, 46.55.050, and 46.55.115. 02-07-056, § 204-91A-170, filed 
3/15/02, effective 4/15/02. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.37.005 and 
46.55.050. 94-18-083, § 204-91A-170, filed 9/2/94, effective 10/3/94. Statu- 


tory Authority: RCW 46.35.005 [46.37.005]. 89-14-015 (Order 89-04- 
ESR), § 204-91A-170, filed 6/23/89.] 
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